AMAZONS    OF    FREEDOM

quarters of a conspiracy where determined men
and women were hammering out plans to throw
off the Russian yoke.

Other women of the educated classes served the
cause of Polish literature with equal zeal and, at
the same time, constituted the shock troops in the
fight against Russification. This movement began
in the period after the year 1831, when it became
the principal concern of the women of Poland to
teach the rising generation not only how to be
good mothers, but how to be good Polish mothers,
which meant that motherhood itself must be a
patriotic function. Accordingly, the young ladies of
well-to-do families who had been educated abroad
returned to their homeland not to indulge in a
round of pleasures prior to marriage, but to
organize secret Polish schools and private institu-
tions everywhere, even in the remotest villages,
where they taught the Polish children in their
native language, instilling into them the ardent
patriotism which a foreign sojourn had only fanned
into a stronger flame in themselves* That was the
position, in particular, after the rising of 1863,
when young women were systematically trained as
elementary schoolteachers. That was one reason
why they went abroad in their hundreds, mostly
to France, where the atmosphere of Liberty and
Equality was most 'congenial to their purpose.
Besides their training, they also brought back with
them new ideas which they propagated despite the
ridicule of some of their compatriots. But ridicule
represented the least of their difficulties.
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